
Parents of Galileo, Turing and 
Winston classes –

Welcome to Year Six!
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The Year Six Teaching Team
2023/24

• Winston

– Mrs Wilce-Cordner and Mrs Bates

– Mrs Garwood and Mrs Campbell
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The Year Six Teaching Team
2023/24

• Turing

– Mr Stannard and Mrs Patel 

– Mrs Tobin
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The Year Six Teaching Team
2023/24

• Galileo 

– Miss Stock 

– Mrs Higginson and Miss Bennett
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What to expect in Year Six
• Being in Year Six comes with a lot of responsibility; 

the children are expected to be role models and 
ambassadors for the school. Year Six pupils are the 
children that the rest of the school look up to and the 
students that define our school vision and values. As 
such, we expect exemplary behaviour from all the 
children in Year Six at all times during the day.

• Although there is a lot of hard work in Year Six, there 
are lots of things to look forward to as well, including 
fun and exciting topics, the residential trip and the end 
of year production. We are always determined to give 
our Year 6 children the very best experiences and 
opportunities.
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The Year 6 Curriculum
Throughout the year, our exciting Year 6 
topics will facilitate a broad and balanced 
curriculum…
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The Year 6 Curriculum

Daily maths and English – this will include:

• Arithmetic

• Reasoning

• Problem solving

• Reading fluency and comprehension

• SPaG

• Writing linked to our topics
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PPA time and covered lessons

PPA time is time set aside for teachers, during 
their timetabled teaching day, to allow them to 
carry out planning, preparation and assessment 
activities. PPA time is covered each week by the 
Year 6 Teaching Assistants.

Each term, a different subject will be covered by 
the Teaching Assistants for PPA.  These lessons 
will still be planned and resourced by class 
teachers.   
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Presentation Expectations
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Behaviour 
This is based on our School Values:

• Honesty

• Kindness

• Respect

• Perseverance

• Friendship
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Rewards and sanctions 
There are a number of ways that children’s behaviour, effort 

and work can be celebrated…

• House points – Garnet, Topaz, Citrine and Peridot

• Class Dojo points

• Stickers and certificates

• Headteacher and Deputy Head Teacher Awards

If children are not displaying the exemplary behaviour that 
we expect in Year 6, then we will help children to understand 
that there will be consequences and sanctions (e.g. missed 

play times, parent contact, sent to SLT/DHT/HT).
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Uniform Expectations
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PE Days

• Galileo Class: Indoor PE: Monday Outdoor PE: Friday
• Turing Class: Outdoor PE: Tuesday  Indoor PE: Friday
• Winston Class: Outdoor PE: Monday Indoor PE: Friday

• Children are expected to come in to school dressed in their PE 
kit on their class PE day. Please make sure children have the 
correct, named kit for lessons, especially a warm 
navy tracksuit and trainers for the colder weather.

• If children have their ears pierced, they will be expected to take 
out their earrings or cover them with medical tape for PE 
lessons.

• Children with long hair must tie it up.
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Homework
• In line with the school's Homework Policy, children in Year 6 are 

expected to complete homework tasks in English and maths which 
should take approximately one hour. Reading is in addition to 
these tasks. Homework tasks are set each week on a Friday and 
must be completed by the following Wednesday.  If children are 
finding it difficult to complete the tasks on time, please speak to 
us and we will support them in school. 

• This year, we will be continuing to use our online platform ‘Class 
Dojo’ to set and monitor homework in Year 6. Each child has 
their own unique login with which they can access their 
own Class Dojo page. Each week, the homework tasks will be 
uploaded on their page with relevant links to access the learning 
platforms for English and maths.
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Maths

• Children will be set maths homework tasks on a variety 
of online learning platforms.  These will include tasks on 
‘My Mini Maths’.

• The tasks will consolidate learning from the week's 
lessons and will focus on key arithmetic skills, as well as 
the learning focus. 
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SPaG
(Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar)

• Following on from previous success, Year 6 will be using 
SPaG.com to aid the children in learning Spelling, 
Punctuation and Grammar. This website is enjoyable for 
the children and we have found it to be highly effective.
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Reading
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Reading

• Regular reading is of vital importance to support 
children's academic progress so please encourage your 
children to read as much as possible. We expect children 
to complete their set reading tasks on the Reading 
Plus online platform.

• In addition to the Reading Plus tasks, we would love 
children to read as much as possible for pleasure at home 
and at school.

J

https://student.readingplus.com/seereader/api/sec/login


Reading Trees!
• There are 38 high quality books in each class.
• The list of these books can be found on the school 

website. 
• The aim is for children to read 30 books to earn a 

Gold Certificate. 
• If they read 20 books, they can earn a Silver 

Certificate.
• If they read 10 books, they can earn a Bronze 

Certificate!
• Children can read these books to you, and you 

can read them to your child. 
• Books can be taken home, but we ask that they 

are well looked after and returned! Teachers from 
each class will be monitoring which books are 
going home.

• Children will be encouraged to take responsibility 
to record when they have read each book, so they 
know when they have completed the challenge!
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Healthy School

• As a healthy school, we ask that break time snacks are 
healthy.

• Quick reminder: we are a nut-free school.
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Co-curricular music

• All children from year 1 to 6 have the opportunity to learn a range of 
instruments as part of the school’s  co-curricular offer.

• Lessons are delivered by independent peripatetic tutors and take place 
during the school day.

• The tutors liaise with class teachers and rotate lesson times each 
term to avoid children missing the same subjects.

• Children can choose to learn the piano, violin, electric guitar, clarinet, 
flute, cornet, trumpet, saxophone, classical guitar or continue with 
the ukulele.

• Children can also learn to play as part of a band selecting either 
drums, keyboard, lead guitar, bass guitar or vocals.
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SATs Tests

• Week commencing Monday 13th May.
• English – SPAG test (spelling, punctuation 

and grammar).
• Reading comprehension test.
• Writing – Teacher assessment of writing 

throughout the year.
• Maths – Paper 1 - Arithmetic, Paper 2 and 3 

– Reasoning.
• Although we help to fully prepare children 

for these tests, we still ensure they receive a 
broad and balanced curriculum.
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Upcoming school trips

• Horton Kirby – Autumn Term.
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The Y6 Residential trip will be 
in the Summer Term.
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Reporting absences

Please call or email the school office if 
your child is absent. 

Notification of absence may be made by:

Telephone 01732 847000

Email to office@discovery.kent.sch.uk
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Medication
• At The Discovery School we are happy to support children who require 

medication. However, where possible we ask that medication is 
administered at home.

• If the medication required is part of a wider medical condition, it may be 
that your child would require a care plan. Someone from the medical 
team will be in touch should it be appropriate to write one for your child.

• If medication does need to be administered at school we ask that you 
adhere to the following:

1. Please complete a medication administration permission form (a paper 
copy can be obtained from the office).

2. If the medication is prescribed to your child, your child's name and the 
dosage should be visible.

3. Please hand medication directly to the School Office, please do not put it 
in a child's book bag. If you need the medication back at the end of the 
day to administer at home, then please collect from the School Office.
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Secondary School Transfer

• For up-to-date information and detailed advice regarding 
this year’s secondary school application process and the 
Kent Test (11 plus) results and appeals process, please visit 
the ‘Transfer to Secondary School’ page on our school 
website.

https://www.discovery.kent.sch.uk/year-groups/year-5/
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Open door policy - Emailing Staff
• We will available at the end of each day when we are

dismissing our classes, please come and talk to us face-to-
face.

• Governors have a duty to ensure that staff keep a good work
life balance. Therefore, no emails will be answered after 5pm
Monday to Friday or at any time during weekends and
holidays.

• Staff will respond to emails within 48 hours. If the email
appears to be a complex matter, we can either call you or
invite you to come into school and meet with us.

• If your enquiry is urgent please telephone the School Office
during the school day.
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Website

https://www.discovery.kent.sch.uk/year-groups/year-6/
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Looking ahead…

• We are very much looking forward to a new and exciting 
Year Six.  

• We are committed to providing your child with the very 
best learning opportunities and experiences in order to 
help them prepare for the next stage of their education.
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Thank you 
for your 

continued 
support.

The Year Six Teaching Team

Any questions?
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