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Seacole Class

Class Teacher: 

Mr Stannard 

Year 3 Lead

Miss Beard (Friday)

Teaching Assistant: 
Miss Sambola



Curie Class

Class Teacher: 

Mrs Rayward

Teaching Assistant: Mrs
Howard

Keyworkers: Mrs Clubb & 
Mrs Catling
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Nightingale Class

Class Teacher: Mrs Bates 
(Mon – Wed)

Miss Marle (Thur – Fri)

Teaching Assistant: 

Mrs Braund
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6

What was life 
like in prehistoric 

times?

What is the 
geography of the 
United Kingdom?

How did the 
Ancient Greeks 

change the 
world?

https://www.discovery.kent.sch.uk/year-groups/year-3/

https://www.discovery.kent.sch.uk/curriculum/learning-updates/year-3-learning-updates/
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• At The Discovery School our curriculum intent is focused on 
discovering new things.  

• Each topic starts with a big ‘Question for Discovery’ that is then 
broken down into a series of lessons that the children explore to be 
able to answer the ‘Big Question’.

Example:
Our current topic is ‘What was life like in prehistoric times?’ and the 
children will explore this by answering questions such as, ‘What did 
people in prehistoric times wear? What did they eat? ’
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Our PE days are as follows:
Seacole: Monday (outdoor) & Thursday (indoor).
Curie and Nightingale: Monday (outdoor) & Friday (indoor)
Please ensure your child comes to school in their PE uniform. 
*see above

PE Questions for discovery:
Outdoor: How can we use tactics to support our game play?
Indoor: How can we develop our coordination?

Term 1 Outdoor: Tag rugby
Term 1 Indoor: Swing dance



10

In Year 3 …

• We learn French

• We learn to play the recorder:

Curie – Term 1&2

Nightingale – Term 3&4

Seacole – Term 5&6

• Our wider enrichment trip day is TBD

• We have a Stone Age WOW day (Term 1)

• We have an Ancient Greek themed day

• We create a dish from seasonal ingredients
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• 10 minutes of reading every day 🙏

• Weekly times table tests practice

• Weekly spelling quiz practice

Homework will be set on Purple Mash. Each child has a log in for 
this. They have used Purple Mash in school and lots of them are 
already confident with logging on.
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• New books will be issued as soon as a child has finished their book.

• We expect children to remember to hand in their books and reading records 
every day, but we will prompt them to do this initially.

• We ask that children hand in their books every day, even if they haven’t 
finished it so that we can monitor their reading.

• Once a child has finished the reading scheme, they become a ‘Free-reader’.  
This means that they can select books from the book area to read at home. 
Please continue to enjoy listening to your child read, even when they become a 
free reader. Your child should discuss what they have read with their teacher 
who will then recommend some other titles to read.
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• There are 36 high-quality books in each class.
• The list of these books are on the school website: 

https://www.discovery.kent.sch.uk/curriculum/readi
ng-at-the-discovery-school/

• The aim is for children to read 30 books to earn a 
Gold Certificate. 

• If they read 20 books, they can earn a Silver 
Certificate.

• If they read 10 books, they can earn a Bronze 
Certificate!

• Children can read these books to you, and you can 
read them to your child. 

• Books can be taken home, but we ask that they are 
well looked after and returned. Teachers from each 
class will be monitoring which books are going 

https://www.discovery.kent.sch.uk/curriculum/reading-at-the-discovery-school/
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The importance of Reading

A growing body of evidence…consistently links reading for pleasure with a wide range of 
benefits, from improved academic outcomes and future employment prospects to enhanced 
mental wellbeing. 
(see, e.g. Sullivan & Brown, 2015; WPI, 2021;Sun et al., 2023).

When 

children 

read often, 

they are 

likely to 

enjoy it 

more!

There was almost a 

10% decrease in 

children who enjoy 

reading in their free 

time between 2023-

2024.

In 2024, just 34.6% of 

over 1 million children 

questioned said that they 

enjoyed reading in their 

free time very much or 

quite a lot. In 2005, the 

figure was 51.4%.

Author: Keith Topping



How can we support children with their reading?

Support your child with 

creating an imaginative 

page or two for a Reading 

Scrap Book which children 

could bring in and share.

Read to your child (even 

though they might think 

they can already do it.)

Read alongside your child.

Be a role 

model by 

reading and 

talking about 

what you 

have read.

Borrow books (including 

audio books) from the 

local library.



Fill in your child’s reading 

record and encourage them 

to do the same. This is a 

written record filled in by 

teachers, adults at home 

and children to share and 

celebrate the children’s 

reading progress.

Encourage your child to 

borrow an ambitious, 

age appropriate book 

from our Reading Trees 

and earn a Bronze, 

Silver and Gold Reading 

Tree Award!

Ask questions about the books your 

child is reading.

You might ask them to:

•Summarise what they have read,

•Share their favourite part,

•Describe their favourite (and least 

favourite) character,

•Explain why they think the author chose 

a particular word or phrase.

How can we support children with their reading?
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• We will also set spelling and times table activities on our online resource ‘Purple 

Mash’.

• The children will become familiar with how to log onto Purple Mash through 

practising it at school.

• The work will be listed under their ‘2dos’ and will be used to assess their 

progress.

• To log on type in Purple Mash LGFL

• If you need help accessing an online platform, please refer to our Year 3 

webpage.
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• Our school values encourage our pupils to be respectful, to persevere, to be
kind, to be honest, to be a good friend and to be the best they can be!

• We expect the children to present their work to the highest possible 
standard  and begin to use a pen to practice handwriting.

• The children are expected to write the date and question of discovery in all 
subjects and underline them using a ruler.

• In maths, the children are expected to write one digit in each box and set 
out their work correctly so calculation errors are not made. 

• Throughout the year, we will model our expectations so the children know 
and understand what is expected of them. 
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• Please note that in Year 3 children are only able to be collected by siblings if their 
sibling is over 16 and the parents have already given written permission.

• If you know that you regularly have someone else pick up your child, please email the 
class teacher a list of pre-approved adults who you are always happy for your child to 
be released to. The class teacher will keep a list of these ready for pick up.

• If collection is on an ad-hoc basis, please let the class teacher and the school office 
know each time arrangements change.

• If your child is due to attend an after school club, please make sure that they know 
this in the morning so that they are clear on what they need to do at the end of the 
day.
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Please could all medication be sent to the office
where it can be safely stored and not in your 
child’s bag. 
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• We always recommend talking to us after school at the door if you have any worries or concerns.  
This is always the quickest and easiest way to resolve any issues. However, if this is not possible, 
our email addresses are below.  Please bear in mind there is a 48 hour window for us to respond.  
If it is urgent then please contact the school office directly. 

• If you need to, you can always book an appointment with one of us for a longer discussion.

• Our school policy is to only answer emails in office hours so we cannot respond to emails before 
7:30am or after 5pm on week days.  

Nightingale 
rbates@discovery.kent.sch.uk
lmarle@discovery.kent.sch.uk

Seacole
kstannard@discovery.kent.sch.uk

Curie
jrayward@discovery.kent.sch.uk

mailto:rbates@discovery.kent.sch.uk
mailto:lmarle@discovery.kent.sch.uk
mailto:kdey@discovery.kent.sch.uk
mailto:acharlton@discovery.kent.sch.uk
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Absences
If your child is ill or absent for another reason, please email the office staff in addition to the 
class teacher. office@discovery.kent.sch.uk

Snacks
Please ensure that your child comes to school with a healthy snack. We recommend a piece 
of fruit or breadsticks (fruit yoyos are also acceptable). As a nut free school, we ask that you 
check that any snacks do not have nuts. Chocolate is not permitted at school. 

The school website – pages to view
https://www.discovery.kent.sch.uk/year-groups/year-3/
https://www.discovery.kent.sch.uk/curriculum/learning-updates/year-3-learning-updates/

mailto:office@discovery.kent.sch.uk
https://www.discovery.kent.sch.uk/year-groups/year-3/
https://www.discovery.kent.sch.uk/curriculum/learning-updates/year-3-learning-updates/


Follow us on Instagram for exciting learning updates!



The FODS committee are a group of volunteers made up of parents, teachers and staff members.

We plan and run multiple fundraising initiatives over the year to raise money which is donated to the school including:

• Fireworks night

• Christmas Fair

• Summer Fair

• Raffles

• Easter Egg hunt

• Christmas cards designed by your child to buy and send at Christmas

These donations go towards various projects which benefit your children day to day in school.

We are always looking for volunteers and committee members to help make all our work possible. 

We welcome anyone who would like to give some of their time to help the FODs in their plans, that can be in the lead up to

or on event day itself. 

If you would like to find out more or offer your help, contact Amy Russell and Lou Bettridge at discovery.fods@gmail.com
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We look forward to teaching 
your children this year and 

to working with you! 


