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Risk rating: Likelihood (L) 1–5 × Severity (S) 1–5. 1–4 Low; 5–9 Medium; 10–16 High; 17–25 Very High. Use the school's own system if different.
Indoor classroom and continuous provision
	Hazards / who may be harmed
	Existing controls
	Initial risk
	Further action / monitoring
	Residual risk

	• Trips/falls from toys, furniture, cables or wet floors.
• Climbing or access to unsuitable equipment.
• Small objects creating choking hazards.
	• Daily visual safety checks; defects removed/reported.
• Walkways kept clear; spills dealt with promptly.
• Resources developmentally appropriate; damaged items removed.
• Small-part resources appropriately managed and supervised.
	L 3 × S 4 = 12 (High)
	• Review at least annually and after significant change, incident or new activity.
• Record and assign setting-specific actions.
• Report defects, concerns or changing needs promptly.
	L 2 × S 4 = 8 (Medium)



Outdoor play and playground
	Hazards / who may be harmed
	Existing controls
	Initial risk
	Further action / monitoring
	Residual risk

	• Falls from equipment or collisions.
• Unsafe surfaces, gates or boundaries.
• Weather, water, mud or loose materials causing risk.
	• Pre-use check of equipment, surfacing and boundaries.
• Age-appropriate equipment and active supervision.
• Unsafe areas/equipment taken out of use.
• Weather and ground conditions considered; headcounts completed.
	L 3 × S 5 = 15 (High)
	• Review at least annually and after significant change, incident or new activity.
• Record and assign setting-specific actions.
• Report defects, concerns or changing needs promptly.
	L 2 × S 5 = 10 (High)



Toileting, intimate care and hygiene
	Hazards / who may be harmed
	Existing controls
	Initial risk
	Further action / monitoring
	Residual risk

	• Cross-infection or slips.
• Inadequate privacy or unsafe intimate care.
• Individual continence/personal-care needs.
	• Handwashing facilities maintained.
• Toilets/changing areas checked and cleaned.
• Intimate-care plans and safeguarding procedures followed.
• PPE/disposal arrangements available where required.

	L 3 × S 4 = 12 (High)
	• Review at least annually and after significant change, incident or new activity.
• Record and assign setting-specific actions.
• Report defects, concerns or changing needs promptly.
ALL INJURIES INTO MEDICALTRACKER.
	L 2 × S 4 = 8 (Medium)




Food, snack and allergies
	Hazards / who may be harmed
	Existing controls
	Initial risk
	Further action / monitoring
	Residual risk

	• Choking or allergic reaction.
• Burns/scalds or contamination.
• Individual dietary/medical requirements.
	• Current allergy/dietary information available to relevant staff.
• Food and hand hygiene procedures followed.
• Age-appropriate foods and choking risks considered.
• Children supervised while eating; emergency procedures known.
• Children are taught how to eat safely. 
	L 3 × S 5 = 15 (High)
	• Review at least annually and after significant change, incident or new activity.
• Record and assign setting-specific actions.
• Report defects, concerns or changing needs promptly.
	L 1 × S 5 = 5 (Medium)



Water, sand, messy and sensory play
	Hazards / who may be harmed
	Existing controls
	Initial risk
	Further action / monitoring
	Residual risk

	• Slips or ingestion.
• Skin/eye irritation or unsuitable materials.
• Contamination or poor supervision.
	• Use age-appropriate, non-toxic materials.
• Close supervision and safe water depth.
• Floors dried promptly; equipment cleaned appropriately.
• Check materials for relevant allergens/choking risks.
	L 3 × S 3 = 9 (Medium)
	• Review at least annually and after significant change, incident or new activity.
• Record and assign setting-specific actions.
• Report defects, concerns or changing needs promptly.
	L 1 × S 3 = 3 (Low)



Art, craft, tools and technology
	Hazards / who may be harmed
	Existing controls
	Initial risk
	Further action / monitoring
	Residual risk

	• Cuts, eye injuries or ingestion.
• Hot equipment, cords or batteries.
• Unsuitable digital content.
	• Age-appropriate tools with supervision.
• Electrical items used under school procedures; cables managed safely.
• Batteries, magnets and sharp tools securely stored.
• Approved safeguarding/content controls used on devices.
	L 3 × S 4 = 12 (High)
	• Review at least annually and after significant change, incident or new activity.
• Record and assign setting-specific actions.
• Report defects, concerns or changing needs promptly.
	L 1 × S 4 = 4 (Low)



Infection control and illness
	Hazards / who may be harmed
	Existing controls
	Initial risk
	Further action / monitoring
	Residual risk

	• Spread of infectious illness.
• Exposure to bodily fluids.
• Inadequate cleaning/hand hygiene.

	• Follow current school/public-health exclusion guidance.
• Handwashing embedded at key times.
• Cleaning schedules maintained.
• Bodily-fluid incidents managed using appropriate PPE and procedures.
	L 3 × S 4 = 12 (High)
	• Review at least annually and after significant change, incident or new activity.
• Record and assign setting-specific actions.
• Report defects, concerns or changing needs promptly.

ANY CHILDREN WHO FALL ALSEEP ARE SAFETLY WOKEN UP AND TAKEN TO THE MEDICAL ROOM, TO BE COLLECTED.
	L 1 × S 4 = 4 (Low)



Behaviour, conflict and safeguarding
	Hazards / who may be harmed
	Existing controls
	Initial risk
	Further action / monitoring
	Residual risk

	• Biting, hitting, pushing, throwing or unsafe behaviour.
• Distress or additional communication/regulation needs.
• Safeguarding concerns or allegations.
	• School behaviour, safeguarding and positive-support procedures followed.
• Consistent boundaries and de-escalation used.
• Individual support strategies used where appropriate.
• Incidents/concerns recorded and referred to the appropriate school lead.
	L 3 × S 4 = 12 (High)
	• Review at least annually and after significant change, incident or new activity.
• Record and assign setting-specific actions.
• Report defects, concerns or changing needs promptly.
	L 1 × S 4 = 4 (Low)
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